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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
Andrews International Creates Educational Tool to

Encourage Personal Participation in Safety on Campus
VALENCIA, Calif. August 27, 2007- The increasing prevalence of hostile behaviors leading to school shootings, murders, murder-suicides and other such tragedies compels us to take a look at the role that we as individuals play in our own safety. Traditional law enforcement tactics, which address conflict resolution and anger management almost exclusively, can no longer be relied upon as our only resource for safety. Renowned security firm, Andrews International has initiated the process of educating us to be proactive members of our personal and community safety and contribute to building a culture of safety by devising an educational tool initiating that end. 

The Andrews International tool contains five components that address how we can go about playing a greater role in our own security as follows: 

1. Snap Out of It! - Gain control of your environment

2. Educate Yourself on Hostile Behaviors: Primal vs. Cognitive Aggression and Learn How Aggression Escalates

3. Minimize Potential Danger: Take Action in an Emergency: Student Response; First Responders
4. Continue Your Education: Learn More and Get Involved
5. Build a Culture of Safety: Administrators, Faculty, Staff and Public Safety Departments
To download the English or Spanish version of this kit, please visit:

http://www.andrewsinternational.com/cultureofsafety/
The tool contains critical components of taking responsibility for our own safety, including a reminder to be alert and aware at all times, not only of our surroundings, but who surrounds us. Never has this been more crucial than it is today. The tool also contains vital information about identifying varying types of aggression, knowing when a situation is beyond our control and knowing the benefit of who to report to in those circumstances. 

"The Building a Culture of Safety Educational Tool is of utmost importance at all levels of education today. The proliferation of both cognitive and primal aggressors in our society continues to blind-side the enduring efforts of academic institutions to create sanctuaries of learning.  As a former professional football player, I innately understand and appreciate the importance of complete awareness in regard to remaining safe in unpredictable and sometimes hostile environments.”  - Dr. Jamie Williams, Athletic Director, Academy of Art University; 12-year NFL veteran and Super Bowl winner.
It is clear that having a properly trained security force is an invaluable resource, but when people actively participate in their own safety, security is inevitably heightened. Nothing compares to having both components work together to produce the greatest results. 

Law enforcement agencies, school officials, counselors, administrators and individuals in other positions of authority are often restricted in terms of taking action without probable cause or reasonable suspicion. The liabilities associated with taking definitive action without concrete evidence of an individual’s potential to do harm are tremendous. Given that the lines are often blurred by individual perception, the liabilities therein are compounded even further.

It is therefore incumbent upon all of us, as members of our communities, to take an active role in protecting ourselves from potential threats and dangerous situations. Furthermore, it is our responsibility to educate ourselves as a community on the transitioning behavior we face today.

 “We believe this tool is a unique device that can initiate the education process towards building a culture of safety as opposed to living in a culture of fear and paranoia,” says Ty Richmond, Co-President and Chief Operations Officer of Andrews International.

With schools starting up again this fall, it is critical for school administrators and parents to disseminate this tool to all students to ensure that they have been made aware of all measures they can take to help protect themselves. 

"I'm thrilled that there is a tool that finally provides my son some education on protecting himself from potentially dangerous situations on campus as opposed to being an unaware target." – Roberta Solomon, Parent

For more information on building a culture of safety, please contact Tracy Beavers or visit the Andrews International Website at www.andrewsinternational.com.

About Andrews International

Andrews International, headquartered in Los Angeles, California, is a full service provider of security and risk mitigation services with operations throughout the United States and internationally. As one of the largest privately-held, American-owned security firms, Andrews International employs nearly 4,000 security personnel providing uniformed security, consulting and investigative services, personal protection, special event security, training and alarm monitoring and response, and disaster emergency response services. The company is owned by executive and management team members with investment backing from DFW Capital Partners, Meridian Venture Partners, Theo Capital Partners and affiliates of New York Life.  
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